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Dr Antonel OLCKERS
AFSA President

AAFS2024 - IEOP visit to Rwanda - 22 Feb 2024   

African Forensic Sciences Academy (AFSA)

& Rwanda Forensic Institute (RFI)
x

Hosting IEOP visit to Kigali, Rwanda
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IEOP visit to Rwanda

➢ African Forensic Sciences Academy (AFSA)
• Hosted by Rwanda Forensic Institute (RFI)

• In Kigali, Rwanda 

• Country of a thousand hills 

➢ IEOP visit co-hosted
• AFSA and RFI

➢ Recognising the ICRC as an incredible partner for AFSA in Africa

➢ With thanks to the Rwanda Convention Bureau
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Rwanda

Rwanda Population: 
12 million

Kigali Population:
1.3 million
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VisitRwanda
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75.2 °F to 80.6 °F

UTC+2
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Visa on arrival for all visitors
Free 30 Days for African Union,  
Commonwealth & Francophonie 
countries 

High level of safety and  security

Kigali is the cleanest city in Africa
Among the top 15 Greenest  place in 
the world and 

Best place to be a woman in Africa 
9th Best place to be a  woman globally

Excellent & reliable Infrastructure
Conference venues/ Internet/ roads/ 
Hotels /Cleanliness

2nd in Africa on the International 
Congress and Convention 
Association (ICCA) preferred destination 
ranking

Country highlights 

Zero Tolerance to Corruption Ease of doing business in Africa
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Rwanda Facts

➢ Safe to travel (even individually)

➢ Ease of getting around
• Move App (similar to Uber) & safe

➢ No corruption

➢ Cleanest city in Africa

➢ Banned plastic c.a. 30 years ago
• Cannot travel with it into RW

➢ Law abiding is key 

➢ More than 50% of parliament is women 
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“... first country in the world with female 
majority in parliament, with 61.3% ...”
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Google CIA fact files prior to travel 
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As on 22 Feb 2024
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Languages of Rwanda

➢ English
• Tourism language

• Business language

➢ French

➢ Kinyarwanda

➢ Entire trip will be with English speaking guides or drivers 
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Kigali
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Kigali
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Kigali
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Kigali
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Key Conference Infrastructure

Capacity : 10,000 personsCapacity : 3,000 personsCapacity : 5,000 persons
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Rwanda is increasingly OPEN & CONNECTED to the world

Amsterdam

London

   Brussels

Paris

Dubai

Addis Ababa

Accra

Johannesburg

Nairobi
Mombasa

New York
Beijing

Mumbai

Cape Town

Harare

Dar Es Salaam  
Kilimanjaro  
Lusaka

Libreville
Brazzaville  

Bujumbura  
Kamembe

Douala

Abuja  
Lagos

Cotonou

Abidjan

Guangzhou

Juba
Entebbe

Istanbul

Doha

Existing direct connections to Kigali Planned direct connections to Kigali

1h25 to Nairobi

3h50 to Johannesburg  

6h40 to Doha

7h00 to Mumbai

8h 30 to Paris  

10h05 to London

Source: Rwanda Civil Aviation Authority, Expedia

The number of current 
RwandAir destinations in 
Africa, the UK, Belgium, 
France, Dubai, India, 
coming up (incl. USA, 
China)

25
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Date Day Event 

21 Sat Arrival in Kigali

22 Sun Visit in & around Kigali City 

23 Mon
AFSA2024 Workshops @ University of Rwanda

24 Tue

25 Wed
AFSA conference: forensic science programme 
(submit abstracts & present research: platform and 
poster presentations)

26 Thu

27 Fri

28 Sat Umuganda: social responsibility programme **

29 Sun Cultural visits, including Kigali Genocide Museum

30 Mon Visit Rwanda Forensic Institute (RFI) *

01 Tue Social programme 

02 Wed Depart Kigali 
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** Umuganda - Social Responsibility

➢ Last Saturday of each month
• 3 hours

• Community service

‐ Cleaning up or 

‐ Volunteering your time 
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* RFI visit

➢ Director General
• Dr Charles KARANGWA

• Welcome and introduction to RFI

➢ Introduction to all Division Managers (DM)
• Biology

• Chemistry

• Physical evidence

‐ Questioned documents - Fingerprints

‐ Ballistics and toolmarks - Digital forensics

• Forensic Medicine

➢ Tour of RFI - all divisions

➢ Discussion with DMs / DM panel 
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Dr Charles KARANGWA
Director General (DG)

DMs



27 © AFSA 2024



28 © AFSA 2024

Forensic Science in Rwanda

➢ Rwanda Forensic Institute (RFI)
• Resorts under the Ministry of Justice 

➢ Official launch of AFSA
• Minister of Justice & Attorney General of Rwanda

‐ Dr Emmanuel UGIRASHEBUJA

• Vice President of AFSA

‐ Prof Mehdi BEN KHELIL
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Costs (approximate) 

➢ Return ticket US to Kigali 
• 900+ USD

➢ Hotel accommodation
• Radison BLU at convention centre: from 270 USD for twin sharing 

• Marriott Kigali: from 367 USD for twin sharing

• Breakfast included at both hotels 

➢ Other costs to follow
• Transport

• Dinner

• Etc. 



30 © AFSA 2024

AFSA2024 Conference Registration Fee

➢ International delegates

➢ Members of AFSA:  490 USD

➢ Non-members of AFSA: 550 USD

➢ Guest (e.g. spouse): 175 USD

➢ Students:   150 USD

➢ Included for all 
• Academic Sessions

➢ Excluded
• Workshops 

• Social events e.g. gala dinner
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Hospitality at glance
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Hospitality at glance…

2004 2016 2016 2016

2018 2019 2019 2021

From 2017 to 2022, we have seen 19 new hotels opening up
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Cultural Programme
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Kandt House Museum 
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Social Programme
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Remarkable Pre & Post Experience
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2.5 hrs
2 hrs

4-5 hrs
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Rwanda offers unrivalled Incentive experiences

Bisate Lodge by Wilderness Safaris

One & Only Nyungwe House

Kwitonda Lodge by SingitaOne & Only Gorilla’s Nest

Magashi by Wilderness Safaris Akagera Game Lodge by Mantis
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Akagera National Park

Home to the Big 5

500 birds species
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Ruzizi Tented Lodge
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Gateway to Gorillas

Meet the Golden Monkeys

Meet the Mountain Gorillas

Volcanoes National Park
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➢ Rwana Gorilla Trekking

➢ 1,500 USD per person per trek

➢ 30% discount if visiting national parks e.g. Nyungwe & Akagera

➢ Permits to be bought well in advance
• Group booking is possible

➢ Access to a gorilla group is limited per day   
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Lake Kivu

Experience our rich culture

Perfect weather through out the year

Cultural Heritage
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Lake Kivu
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Nyungwe National Park

Primate & Hiking Paradise

300 bird's species

13 primate's species

Canopy walk 
(reaching 70m above the forest)
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Social Programme

➢ Question Coffee
• Women owned 

• Beans sourced from 40,000 women farmers

➢ The perfect coffee for a forensic scientist

➢ Offers
• Coffee tastings

• Coffee farm tours

• Etc.
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Assistance during the trip

➢ Whatsapp number will be available 24/7 
• Emergencies

• Assistance

➢ Who will attend from AFSA executive
• All IE members at the conference
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We look forward to welcoming you to Rwanda
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Murakoze
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