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B46 Demystifying the American Board of Criminalistics Examination

David C. Stockwell, BS*, Conta Cosa Sheriff Forensic Services, 2530 Arnold Drive, Ste 200, Martinez, CA 94553; and Marie Samples, 
MS, OCME, Dept of Forensic Biology, 421 E 26th Street, New York, NY 10016

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�KRXUV�RI�VWXG\��HGXFDWLRQDO�EDFNJURXQG��DQG�\HDUV�
RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�LPSDFW�SHUIRUPDQFH�RQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�%RDUG�RI�&ULPLQDOLVWLFV��$%&��FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�H[DPLQDWLRQV�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by offering information that will help individuals understand the 

purpose of the ABC, the history of the examinations, their success rate, and their performance trends.

In light of the 2009 National Academy of Sciences Report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States:  A Path Forward, and 

WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH��PDQ\�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVWV�DUH�FRQVLGHULQJ�SXUVXLQJ�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ���
7KH�$%&�DW�SUHVHQW�SURYLGHV�D�SDWK�WR�SURIHVVLRQDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�WR�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVWV�VHHNLQJ�SHHU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�FRPSHWHQF\�LQ�VL[�
DUHDV�RI�FULPLQDOLVWLFV��&RPSUHKHQVLYH�&ULPLQDOLVWLFV��'UXJ�$QDO\VLV��)LUH�'HEULV��0ROHFXODU�%LRORJ\��+DLUV�	�)LEHUV��DQG�3DLQWV�	�
3RO\PHUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQHV�RI�*HQHUDO�&ULPLQDOLVWLFV�DQG�%LRFKHPLVWU\���$W�SUHVHQW��WKH�$%&�
FHUWL¿HV�RYHU�������VFLHQWLVWV�DPRQJ�WKHVH�GLVFLSOLQHV���3URVSHFWLYH�DSSOLFDQWV�PXVW�¿UVW�SDVV�D�FUHGHQWLDO�UHYLHZ�DQG�WKHQ�VXFFHVVIXOO\�
FKDOOHQJH�D�ZULWWHQ�H[DPLQDWLRQ�WKDW�DVVHVVHV�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV��DQG�DELOLWLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH���$�PRUH�WKRURXJK�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKLV�
process is available at www.criminalistics.com.

7KLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� GHVFULEHV� SRVW�H[DPLQDWLRQ� UHYLHZV� WKDW� WKH�$%&�([DPLQDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH� XVHV� WR� DVVHVV� WKH� HI¿FDF\� RI� WKH�
H[DPLQDWLRQ�SURFHVV���'DWD�FROOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�SURFHVV�LQFOXGHV�VHOI�UHSRUWHG�GHPRJUDSKLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ��H�J���HGXFDWLRQ�PDMRU��
GHJUHH��\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�KRXUV�GHYRWHG�WR�VWXG\���H[DPLQHH�FULWLTXHV��DQG�H[DPLQDWLRQ�VFRUHV�� �([DPLQDWLRQ�VFRUHV�DUH�¿UVW�
correlated against the demographic information.  Separately, test scores are used to monitor the performance of each examination over 

time and to compare the performance of different examinations.

Analysis of the demographic information clearly shows a positive correlation between the hours of study and a successful outcome 

for the test applicant.  This review shows that within the independent examinations, the success rate is stable through time, while also 

GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�YDU\LQJ�OHYHOV�RI�GLI¿FXOW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�H[DPLQDWLRQV���)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHUHDV�HDFK�H[DPLQDWLRQ�LV�EDVHG�RQ�D�
PD[LPXP�VFRUH�RI������WKH�'UXJ�$QDO\VLV�PHGLDQ�WHVW�VFRUHV�YDULHG�RQO\�WZR�SRLQWV������WR������RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKUHH�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKLV�
H[DPLQDWLRQ�RYHU�D�VHYHQ�\HDU�SHULRG��ZKLOH�WKH�GLI¿FXOW\�EHWZHHQ�H[DPLQDWLRQV�LV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�E\�PHGLDQ�WHVW�VFRUH�YDOXHV�UDQJLQJ�
IURP�����IRU�WKH�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�&ULPLQDOLVWLFV�([DPLQDWLRQ�WR�����IRU�WKH�3DLQWV�	�3RO\PHUV�([DPLQDWLRQ�

The ABC Examination Committee reviews all of this data to monitor success rates of the applicants and performance of the 

examinations.

&HUWL¿FDWLRQ��&ULPLQDOLVWLFV��$%&


