
* Presenting Author

Criminalistics Section - 2015

Copyright 2015 by the AAFS. Unless stated otherwise, noncommercial photocopying of editorial published in this periodical is permitted by AAFS. 

Permission to reprint, publish, or otherwise reproduce such material in any form other than photocopying must be obtained by AAFS. 

279

B42 Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States:  An Update on National 
Efforts in Research and Development
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After attending this presentation, attendees will have a greater understanding of how the forensic science community has progressed 

LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW���$WWHQGHHV�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�DZDUH�RI�¿QGLQJV�IURP�VWXGLHV�WKDW�DUH�KDYLQJ�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�IRUHQVLF�
science community and potential areas that require additional research.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an update on national efforts to bolster the quantity and 

quality of forensic science research studies since the 2009 National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Report, Strengthening Forensic Science 

in the United States: A Path Forward.  This presentation will provide an overview of some studies that are beginning to have a positive 

LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�ODFNLQJ�LQ�UHVHDUFK�
Since 2009, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) has provided more than $120 million to fund more than 300 research and 

GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV�UHODWHG�WR�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�����VFLHQWL¿F�SXEOLFDWLRQV��SUHVHQWDWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�WHFKQLFDO�
UHSRUWV�� � ,Q� 0DUFK� RI� ������ 1,-� LPPHGLDWHO\� EHJDQ� DGGUHVVLQJ� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� LQ� WKH� 1$6� 5HSRUW�� � 7KHUH� ZHUH� WZR� PDMRU�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�PDGH� LQ� WKH������1$6�5HSRUW� UHODWHG� WR� VFLHQWL¿F� UHVHDUFK�� �5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ� WKUHH�FDOOHG� IRU�PRUH� UHVHDUFK� WR�
address issues of accuracy, reliability, and validity in the forensic science disciplines.  Recommendation six was to encourage research 

SURJUDPV�RQ�KXPDQ�REVHUYHU�ELDV�DQG�VRXUFHV�RI�KXPDQ�HUURU�LQ�IRUHQVLF�H[DPLQDWLRQV���0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�DQG�SDWWHUQ�HYLGHQFH�GLVFLSOLQHV�VXFK�DV�IULFWLRQ�ULGJH�DQDO\VLV��¿UHDUPV�DQG�WRRO�PDUN�H[DPLQDWLRQV��VKRHSULQW�DQG�WLUH�
WUHDG�HYLGHQFH��TXHVWLRQHG�GRFXPHQWV��DQG�EORRGVWDLQ�SDWWHUQ�DQDO\VLV���7KHUHIRUH��WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�IRFXV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�RQ�SURJUHVV�
LQ�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�DQG�SDWWHUQ�HYLGHQFH�GLVFLSOLQHV���1,-¶V�HIIRUWV�KDYH�HDUQHG�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�PDQ\�UHVSHFWHG�OHDGHUV�LQ�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�
FRPPXQLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��$$)6����'RXJODV�+��8EHODNHU��IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�RI�
WKH�$$)6��ZURWH�LQ�DQ�DUWLFOH�WR�WKH�PHPEHUVKLS��³$�UHFHQW�PDMRU�ERRQ�WR�UHVHDUFK�LQ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�
RI�-XVWLFH¶V�2I¿FH�RI�,QYHVWLJDWLYH�DQG�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��2,)6��ZKRVH�VROH�JRDO�LV�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�DQG�SUDFWLFH�RI�IRUHQVLF�
VFLHQFH�´��0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�FOHDUO\�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�UHVHDUFK�DQG�LQQRYDWLRQ�DUH�WKH�FRUH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�QHHGHG�WR�
continue the progress that has been attained and to strengthen the science in forensic science.
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